
The Plantersville Sum-
mer Academy – Summer 
Opportunities with Aca-
demic Results (PSA-SOAR)  
The program 
is modeled 
after the Civil 
Air Patrol's 
Cadet Pro-
gram curricu-
lum and ac-
tivities.  It 
offers an at-
mosphere for higher academic 
performance standards 
through educational, cultural 
and enrichment activities. The  
long-term goal was to enable a 
greater percentage of Planters-
ville area students to exceed 
the minimal standards for 
state testing requirements in 
math, reading and other cur-
ricula areas.  The goal is to 
focus primarily on academic 
achievement The Plantersville 
Summer Academy operated 
four (4) days per week on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Planters-
ville Elementary School. The 
program began June 8th 
through July 23rd  2009.  The 
other important segment in-
cluded enrichment activities, 
promoting families, commu-

nity and cultural history, 
and a community volun-
teer service project. 

 The Plantersville Summer 
Academy (P.S.A) 
was the first of its 
kind in the com-
munity and during 
this program the 
participants were 
introduced to both 
educational and 
fun summer activi-

ties. This program offers 
educational programs for 
students from 6-18 who 
had the opportunity to 
learn about aviation and 
aerospace in a fun, relax-
ing atmosphere. This 
camp enabled the children 
to a fantastic experience 
and knowledge about the 
world of aviation and: 
• Working and design-
ing paper planes 
• Speakers on personal 
growth and empower-
ment 
• Learn the rich history 
of aviation and how the 
south played a role 
• Hands on activities 

and flying paper 
planes 

The aviation part is not as 
much about aviation as is 

about education. This pro-
gram was designed as a 
way to motivate children 
to learn science through 
aviation technology.  

The Plantersville Summer 
Academy took the initia-
tive to focus on the liter-
acy of these children dur-
ing the summer months 
while school was not in 
session. We believe we 
will improve the schools 
test results (i.e. PASS, 
SAT,ACT with this initia-
tive. 
A key indicator of educa-
tional progress is the ex-
tent to which schools are 
successful in equipping 
their students with strong 
literacy skills. This sum-
mer program combined the 
fun of flying with the joy 
of reading an element that 
combines both fun and the 
concept of understating. 
The idea behind this was 
to promote an interest in 
aviation. 

 

Upcoming Events and Programs 

 

• 2010 Reading Room Opening  

• The Plantersville Heritage Festival 2010 

• Plantersville Summer Academy 

• Reading Literacy Program 

• Washington D.C. Educational Tour  

 

The Plantersville Summer Academy 2009 

  

Back to School Rally 2009 

  

27th Annual Heritage Days Celebration 2009 

  

The Plantersville Heritage Festival 2009 

The Village Group Highlights 
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2009 Annual Report 

A 2009 RETROSPECTIVE!!!A 2009 RETROSPECTIVE!!!A 2009 RETROSPECTIVE!!!A 2009 RETROSPECTIVE!!!    
The Plantersville  Summer Academy 



power lines.  The objective 
of this program was to: 

• To learn about the 
aspects of energy 

• To learn and to teach 
about energy . The 
production, consump-
tion and environmental 
effects of it. 

• For the students to de-
velop an awareness of career 
options 

  The students saw first hand 
the power and danger of elec-
tricity while participating in 
the (PHAD) Power line Haz-

ards Awareness Demonstration.  

Santee Cooper has a mobile unit that demon-
strates and simulates live power lines and 
gave the participants an opportunity to see 
up and closes the dynamic of live electricity. 
During this session The Village Group par-
ticipants saw what happens when items such 
as animals, trees and kites come in contact 
with live power lines. The purpose of PHAD 
is to create an awareness of the many differ-
ent ways to accidently come in contact with 
power lines and the consequences of live 

The grand finale of each summer is our 
annual Back to School Rally where we dis-
tribute backpacks filled with supplies. This 
event is more than just to supply our chil-
dren with school supplies; it provides posi-
tive community support for the students 
and the neighbors in the surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

About 300 children prepared for school 
with scholarly goodies including pencils, 
crayons, glue and paper at this year’s back-
to-school rally. This is one of the best ways 
to introduce community residents of what 
The Village Group believes in  supporting 
the community families through giving 
back. Students were excited about receiv-
ing the new supplies. 

 This rally was attended by parents and 
students as well as local educators and 

other community organizations partici-
pated in this very successful event.  

 The Village Group is working to wrap the 
arms of the community around the children 
through the empowerment of education. 
During this event there were constructive 
activities such as motivational speakers, 
music to lift their spirits. 

The event featured: 

• Games 

• Engaging workshops 

• Distribution of free backpacks filled 
with school supplies 

• Safety workshops 

• Parental Involvement 

The beginning of fall, the first day of school 
new backpacks, shiny faces, children eyeing 
each other with eager anticipation. For kin-
dergartners, the beginning of school will 
change their lives. It is a transition from the 
secure and accepting environment of the 
home to the more disciplined and judg-
mental environment of school, teachers, and 
other children. We have tried to make the 
transition and the experience a little less 
stressful for both parents and children with 
this token to our community.  

EGBE Kilimanjaro (drumming), and Silas DeKine (layered paint-
ings). During this event 1400 people were immersed in the show-
case of the Gullah history. The blend of West African, European 
and Native American 
cultures were evident 
through out this festi-
val. This annual event 
attracts talent from 
local, regional and na-
tional levels and prides 
itself on having some-

thing to appeal to every taste, including art, history and exhibi-
tions from local choirs, storytelling, music and crafts.    

It’s a food fest, a family outing and 
a black history celebration all 
rolled into one. This festival in 
Plantersville S.C. celebrates and 
recognizes the history, customs, 
cultures, languages and accom-
plishments of the African Ameri-
cans of the low country. This festi-
val took place from June 26th to 
27th 2009. Performers included  
Aunt Pearlie Sue of Beaufort, S.C. 
Reggae Infinity band of Columbia, 
SC,  and Gloria Ford. The workshop 
featured Low Country artists such as 
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The Village Group participated in Santee Cooper “Power Line 
Hazard Awareness Demonstration”  

The Village Group Annual Back to School Rally 

The Village Groups 5th Annual Heritage Festival in Plantersville S.C.  

A NNU A L R E POR T 20 09 



A NNU A L R E POR T 20 09  

The Village Group attended the 
27th Annual Heritage Days 
on St. Helena Island with a 
group of young people from 
the Plantersville Community. 
The 27th annual Penn Center 
Heritage Days celebration on 
St. Helena Island is a three-
day event celebrating the 
heritage of Gullah culture 
and the central role of Penn 
Center in preserving that 
culture, culminated Saturday 
morning in a festive parade. 

This was a way to introduce these 
young people of the Plantersville  
Community to a historic and edu-
cational event. They were edu-

cated on the Penn Center estab-

lished during the history of the 
Penn Center one of the first 
schools to teach newly freed 
slaves. The school closed in 1948 
and the last student transferred 

into the Beaufort County school 
system in 1950. Its campus has 
become one of the most signifi-
cant African American historical 
and cultural institutions in exis-
tence today. 

The young people were educated 
on the historic district  which is 
comprised of nineteen buildings 
related to and used by Penn 
School–Brick Church, Darrah 
Hall, one of the oldest buildings 
on St. Helena Island, old burial 
grounds, Gantt Cottage where 
Martin Luther King Jr. lodged, a 
nature trail, Chowan Creek, acres 
of pines, native flora and fauna.  
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27th Annual Heritage Days Celebration in St. Helena Island S.C.  

ALL With The Same Purpose in Mind 
 

Working in partnership plays a major part in our role to delivering effective services for our young people as well as our commu-
nity. We strive to work closely with as many organizations as we can to avoid duplication of services. We have been involved 
with a number of organizations over the last year and worked towards joint initiatives. These organizations include but are not 
limited to: 

Service over Self – They seek to provide youth with tools necessary for success through volunteer service, character education and 
esteem-building programs 

Soul Winners Ministries - A faith based nonprofit organization whose goal is the make a difference in the lives of others. 

Street Hawks Unlimited - An organization that services the senior citizens and children of the Plantersville Community 

Georgetown County School District – There mission is to provide challenging educational programs that require all students to 
meet high academic standards  

Plantersville Community Development Service Project  - A community literacy program that focuses on the family as a unit of 
service, including both children and parents. Breaking the intergenerational cycle of literacy.  

The Village Group has reached out to collaborate with numerous community resources and organizations.  We were one 
of the first groups to become a Non-Profit Partner of the Cultural Council of Georgetown County.  We’ve received recognition 
from the youth volunteer organization, Service Over Self, for our collaborative efforts with them. The initial Plantersville Summer 
Academy grew out of a Bunnelle Foundation-guided effort to facilitate collaboration among the many non-profit groups serving 
our area.  As a result, The Village Group, Plantersville Elementary School and the Bunnelle Foundation were joined by the fol-
lowing in support of the 2009 PSA-SOAR program:  Soul Winners Ministries, Plantersville Community Development Service 
Project, Georgetown County School District, Workforce Investment Act Youth Council, Cultural Council of Georgetown County, 
SC Office of Occupational Training, Civil Air Patrol, Your Day Your Way, and the SC Department of Social Service. 

Community 
Collaborations 



THE VILLAGE GROUP 

1458 EXODUS DRIVE 

GEORGETOWN, S.C. 29440 
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Georgetown,  S.C  29440 

 

THE VILLAGE GROUPTHE VILLAGE GROUPTHE VILLAGE GROUPTHE VILLAGE GROUP    

out programs and events 
for our children. 

We offer our thanks to all 

the businesses and people 
who have contributed to 
making this program such 

 As we complete an-
other year we say “Thank 
You”. The Village Group 
could not offer these won-
derful experiences to 
the children of our 
community without 
the incredibly gener-
ous support and as-
sistance of our sup-
porters and volun-
teers. 

 Thank You to 
the selfless volunteers 
who gave their time and 
talents to plan and carry 

an important part of our 
community life. Thank You 
to the generous donors who 
helped makes us financially 

stronger. 

As we move forward we 
are more committed 
than ever to making a 
difference in the lives of 
OUR Children and OUR 
Community. 

 
The Village Group… The Village Group… The Village Group… The Village Group…     

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

Phone: (843) 546-3734 
E-mail: thevillagegroup@verizon.net  

Web: thevillagegroup.org 

 
Bridging the Gap for a Better 

Community 

To improve our community 
and build a brighter future 

for or children  

Just a few of The Plantersville Summer Academy  Participants 


